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Pressed for time as always, we were
going to make our news roundup brief
this year... but as we wrote, we found
out it's been such a busy year, that
wasn't possible! So buckie up, off we
go...!

Toby turned 10 and Jonathan 40. Both
were happy birthdays and very low key.

We got away a lot & made the most of
J's newfound freedom from the 9 to 5.
One year on and he'’s still self-employed.
We reckoned (hope?) his workload could
be much busier by next summer and he
" may not get anoifier opporiurity to take
several weeks off at one time. As a
result we had a fantastic summer with a
week in Belgium, a week camping at
New Wine in Shepton Mallet, a week in
Fife (joined by J's parents and his
Godfather and Godfather’s wife), a few
days sight seeing in London and finally
the wedding of Kate’s cousin, Susan, in
Norwich.

Since September, J has really got down
to networking and pushing his business
forward. There’s now a real sense of
movement in his IT coaching business
(www parang.info): a trial with a big city
company is just ending. Hopefully more
work will follow, as well as a useful
testimonial. s been a good way of
refining his product. He’s also doing
more traditional training again after
some years in a more desk-based role
and is enjoying re-honing these skills.

T is mainly happy at school — even if he
doesn’t admit to liking it! He and K have
just taken part in the school carol service
at a local church. T plays the recorder
and K dusts off her ‘cello to boost the
orchestra. It’s a super event — and one
returning pupil says it's better than his
Secondary school’s service and has a
bigger orchestra. (That may have

back & forth over the Thames; a great
sense of community and a good way to
see London’s sights.

T continues with Cubs and will soon be a
Scout. Barney has joined the Beavers
and is now happy to be left there without

Mum in attendance.
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Khas taken o tho rale
Treasurer after having been on the
executive for a year or so. J has
responded to the pleas for more helpers
and is to start with the Scouts after
Christmas. He'll see how it goes...
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B’s confidence is now blossoming and,
after a shaky start in September, he is
now very happy to leave Mum at the
classroom door. He's trying all sorts of
new things; a computer club called
Technokids (see him on their website
www _technokids.co.uk), chess, tennis
and, next term, the choir.

K is never happier than when producing
culinary offerings or enjoying the great
ocutdoore. Even without paid work,
there’s never enough hours in the day.
The boys have invented an extra day for
her — it's the 0" of the month and is most
useful!

Her pursuits are not without their own .
brand of excitement. A little planting in
the garden in October saw her sitting in
the garden pond rather unexpectedly
and roaring with laughter (there were no
onlookers fortunately). A trip to the
cottage in North Wales in October half
term with the two boys (but without J)

was highly eventful. It took 11 hours to
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They eventually had supper at mianignt.
They'll all remember THAT visit! Aber
Falls was magnificent and the quarry
reservoir on the mountain was a good 3
ft higher than usual.

K is getting to know the age 4-7’s at
church better since joining the “Chums”
team once a month. They have good
fun and, together with the other
children’s groups, have outgrown the
available space. A good problem to
havel!

J&K have taken a church ‘Cell group’
under their wing in the last few months
and enjoy the developing relationships
and interesting, challenging discussions
every Tuesday evening.

Plans for next year? Kis desperate to
sort the house out, so the loft conversion
will be built. The downstairs rebuilding
project will have to follow on because of
the planning permissions, but we may
take a break between the two projects,

to take stock. Then there’s a LOT of
decorating to do (all offers of help
gratefully received!!)

J & K will be lifting off in a hot air balloon
at some point — J's birthday present for
this year.

J's nephew Daniel is marrying Kerith
next August in Minneapolis. We hope to
join the American & Canadian branches
of the family for this occasion.

He's aiso joining a church mission o
Uganda in the second half of August, to
help build a village house for a group of
orphans and a ‘housemother’. If you
would be interested in supporting this
venture please contact Jonathan. For
more information on the charity please
see www.watoto.com

With our best wishes and prayers for
God’s Peace with you this Christmas,

Jonathan, Kate, Toby & Barney
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